
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. – The Greater Capital Region Aquatics Hall of Fame announced today its 
second class of honorees. 
 
Karly Brooks is the 2003 New York High School state champion and record holder in the 
100-yard backstroke, and she was a seven-time high school All-American. She was a Senior 
Nationals qualifier in both the 100- and 200-meter backstroke events, as well as the 200- and 
400-meter individual medleys. Karly swam all three backstroke events at the 2007 
ConocoPhillips National Championships, and also competed in the National Championships in 
2004 and 2006. She is a two-time finalist in the Speedo Champions Meet, and has multiple 
Adirondack District Records.  
 
Courtney Chadwick has been a participant in the Special Olympics swim team, as well as the 
Special Olympics golf team. He began his Special Olympic involvement as a volunteer, working 
with non-swimmers under Charlotte Hooper. He participated in the 2018 USA Games, held in 
Seattle, Washington.  
 
JoAnn Faucett has been an Adirondack swimming and diving official for over 35 years. She 
has been a member of the Adirondack District Swimming Board of Directors, currently serving 
as the AD Officials Chairperson. JoAnn is a past member of USA Swimming Board of Directors, 
and is currently the President of Section 2 Swimming and Diving (CDSO.) She was also the 
Board President for the Schenectady Saratoga Sharks Swim Team for many years. She also 
serves on the Adirondack Masters Swimming Board of Directors as the Officials Chairperson. 
JoAnn has officiated at many swim meets across the country, including Eastern Zones, Section 
2 Championships, and many other age group and masters swim meets. She has officiated for 
the Capital District Region 1 Special Olympics meets, including the Special Olympics USA 
Games, held in 2022 in Orlando, Florida. 
 
Douglas Koop has competed for the Adirondack District Local Masters Swim Club (ADMS) 
where he served on the board as treasurer from 2006-2024. He was the founder of the Kingston 
"First Capital" masters swim meet. For ADMS, he is the current holder of 34 records in the 
50-84 age groups, SCY (13), SCM (10), and LCM (11). He was the recipient of the 2024 
Dorothy Donnelly Service Award from United States Masters Swimming, where he has 46 
National Top Ten individual designations and two All-American honors. Doug has also swam in 
two Canadian Masters championships. 
 
Jeff Maxwell attended Cortland State, and was an All-American in three events as a freshman. 
He holds both the 100 and 200 backstroke records at Cortland. Jeff has been a competitive 
swim coach for over 35 years and has been a Head Coach for USA Swimming since 1985. He 
has been the head coach for the Adirondack Bluefins Swim Club, and recently began coaching 
for the Sharks Swim Club.  His college coaching experience includes the head coach position at 
Potsdam State College, University of Buffalo, RPI, and Siena College. As a college coach, Jeff 
led his squads to the SUNYAC Conference Championships on four separate occasions where 
he was honored with the SUNYAC Coach Of The Year award three times. While coaching at 
Siena College, he was honored with the MAAC Conference Coach Of The Year award.  



 
Manny Pollard captured the 2011 NYSPHAA diving title. Competing for Albany Academy in the 
11-dive format, Manny shattered an 11-year-old state record with his performance at the Section 
II Championships in 2012. His score of 635.75 took down the previous standard of 611.85 points 
from 2000. At the University of Minnesota, Manny was the two-time Minnesota Diver of the Year. 
He also earned All-American honors three times, once in 2015 after placing 13th in 1-meter 
competition, and two times in 2016 after placing fifth on the platform and 13th again in 1-meter 
competition. During his time in Minneapolis, Manny scored all four years at the Big Ten 
Championships in 1-meter, 3-meter and platform competition. He also earned Academic All-Big 
Ten honors three times and qualified for the 2016 USA Olympics team trials.  Manny is currently 
a diving coach at the University of Texas, and  serves as the vice chair of USA Diving's 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council. 
 
Kim Probst participated in speed swimming and set five Troy High School records. Kim spent 
her last two years of high school commuting to Connecticut, where she honed her skills with a 
large synchronized swimming club, placing at major tournaments, including the FINA World 
Championships, U.S. National Championships, and Pan American Games. In 2008, Kim 
realized her dream and competed in the Beijing Summer Olympics. At age 27, she was the U.S. 
Olympic synchronized swim team’s oldest member and a co-captain. Since taking the reins in 
2008, Kim has led the Walnut Creek Aquanuts in Walnut Creek, CA, to multiple medals and 
victories at various high-level national and international tournaments (not to mention an 
appearance on America’s Got Talent). Kim was inducted into the USA Artistic Swimming Hall 
of Fame in 2022 as a coach and Olympic Athlete. 
 
Jim Wells  began swimming with the New Hartford Knights, and still has Adirondack records for 
LCM. Jim then swam for three years at the Peddie School. Jim was inducted into the Peddie 
Athletic Hall of Fame, where he still has three individual and two relay records. Jim attended the 
University of Southern California under coach Mark Schubert. He broke at least one USC 
backstroke record every year as the holder of both the 100 and 200 yard backstrokes. A 
two-time Olympic Trial competitor (1992, 1996) and a multi-event finalist at NCAA Division I 
championships, Jim represented the USA in international meets. He claimed a gold medal at the 
1991 Pan Am Games in the 800 meter relay and competed in the World University Games in 
1993. 
 
Established in conjunction with the Capital Region Aquatic Center, the Hall of Fame will 
annually recognize athletes, coaches, officials and community supporters who have made 
significant contributions to local aquatic sports through their service, performance and 
dedication. Inductees will be honored on a wall of the Capital Region Aquatic Center, which is 
coming soon to downtown Schenectady. 
 
Spearheading the Hall of Fame effort is Tim Sinnenberg, a local coach, parent and Capital 
Region Aquatic Center advisory board member. “When Tim first approached us about a Hall of 
Fame, we were excited at the idea of bringing something like this to the area,” said Kara 



Haraden, Capital Region Aquatic Center board president. “We feel privileged to be able to play 
a role and help celebrate and honor exemplary members of our aquatic sports community.” 
 
“We would like the Hall of Fame to serve as an avenue to highlight and thank all types of 
individuals who have dedicated themselves to elevating these sports throughout the region,” 
said Sinnenberg. 
 
In addition to selecting the second class of inductees, the Hall of Fame committee will also 
recognize an area coaching staff for their contributions to the sport, and present 
scholarships to two deserving high school seniors. The Skidmore College Swimming and Diving 
Staff was chosen as Coaches of the Year. The head coach is Jill Greenleaf, with Leo Litovsky as 
the Associate Head Coach, Diving Coach Dave Longbrake, and Amon Emeka, the volunteer 
coach. Jill Greenleaf has been at the helm of the Skidmore men's and women's swimming and 
diving programs since 2002, having brought stability and enthusiasm to the Thoroughbred 
program. Under her leadership, Skidmore athletes have set 282 program records, completely 
rewriting the record board countless times and the teams’ finishes in the Liberty League and 
formerly the UNYSCSA conferences have steadily improved. 
 
Senior Female Athlete of the Year- Juliet Percenti is a senior at Scotia-Glenville High School. 
She placed third in the 50 freestyle (23.66) and tenth in the 100 freestyle (52.70) at the 2024 
NYS Championships, and placed second in the 50 freestyle (23.63) and 16th in the 100 
freestyle (53.42) in 2023. In addition, her relays placed second in the 200 medley relay and the 
400 freestyle relay at the state meet. She was the winner of the Division 2 Swimmer of the Meet 
Award at the Section 2 Championships in 2024, after capturing the 50 and 100 freestyle events.  
 
Senior Male Athlete of the Year- Christian Jerome was the New York State champion in the 
100 butterfly this winter with a winning time of 48.04. He also placed seventh in the 200 
freestyle (1:40.80) at the state meet. As a sophomore, Christian placed 2nd in the 100 butterfly 
and 4th in the 200 freestyle. In 2025, Christian was ranked first overall in Section 2, and fifth out 
of every male swimmer in New York State with his power index. The Hoosic Valley High School 
senior also represents Haiti (Federation Haitienne des Sports Aquatiques), and has competed 
several times for the National team. In April, 2025, Christian was a three-time champion at the 
Carifta Aquatic Championships in the 100 meter butterfly (54.73), 50 butterfly (24.73) and 200 
meter butterfly (2:04.82). Other international meets include the CCCAN Championships in 2023, 
where he was a three time champion, and placed in the finals in eight other events. 
 
 
An induction ceremony is scheduled for October 18 at the Hilton Garden in Clifton Park. For 
information on how to purchase tickets, or to support the Hall of Fame as a sponsor, go to 
capitalregionaquaticcenter.org. 

http://capitalregionaquaticcenter.org/


 
 


